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the most injurious to the prosperity, the 
most distressing to the condition, and the 
most fatal to the safety of the British em- 
pire. 

It is impossible for your petitioners, con- 
sistently with the duty and allegiance they 
owe to their sovereign, to waic in silent 
suspence for the decision of a hostile pow- 
er, on a subject so deeply affecting their 
dearest interests, involving not only the 
exercise of their various professions, the 
employment of their capital, and the sup- 
port of themselves and their numerous fa- 
milies, but interfering with all those feel- 
ings of -a British subject, which can teach 
him to look alone to his own Sovereign, 
and the two Houses of Parliament, acting 
in their executive and legislative capaci- 
ties, for the enactment or execution of 
any measures, which, upon due delibera- 
tion, and the consideration of actual and 
present circumstances, may appear to be 
expedient — under these circumstances, yet 
more strongly felt — than expressed, — your 
petitioners icsort to your Lordships as the 
hereditary guardians of the constitution, 
and the protectors of the honour and dig- 
nity and the safety of the realm, most hum- 
bly intreating that your Lordships will be 
pleased to take into your most serious con- 
sideration, this new and unexampled state 
of public affairs; — humbly trusting, that 
your Lordships will not fail to mark with 
due reprobation, the conduct of those mi- 
nisters, who after having, by a series of 
ruinous and destructive measures, plunged 
the country into its present calamitous, 
state, have now openly disqualified them- 
selves from affording it relief, and sub- 
mitting its dearest interests to the decision 
of a despotic enemy, and that your Lord- 
ships will finally be pleased to exert the 
high privileges with which you are invested 
by the constitution, in recommending to 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in 
the name and on the behalf of his Majesty, 
to call into his Council such parsons as may 
be likely from their, experience, their pa- 
triotism, and their virtues, to restore the 
prosperity, and protect the honour of the 
country. 

FETIT10N OIT THE PROTESTANT DISSENT- 
ING MINISTERS. 

To the Right Honourable the Lcrds Spirit- 
ual and Temporal, in Parliament assem- 
bled : 

The humble Petition of the undersigned, 



being Protestant Dissenting Ministers of 
the, Three Denominations, residing in 
and about the Cities of London and West- 
minster,* 

That your petitioners conceiving the 
right of worshipping God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences to be de- 
rived from the Author of their being, and 
confirmed by the Founder of their Christian 
faith, and therefore not to be subject to 
the controul of human authority, cannot 
but regard with deep concern those statutes 
which restrain and limit the exercise of 
this right, and impose conditions and penal- 
ties that seem to them as unjust in their 
"principle, as they are injurious to the vital 
interests of true Religion. 

That your petitioners consider those 
statutes as originally designed to guard a- 
gainst evils which no longer exist, and as 
expressive of sentiments with regard to the 
nature and extent of religious liberty which 
no longer prevail — at a period when the 
subjects of the British empire, however 
they may differ with regard to the princi- 
ples of thair religion, and their mode of 
professing it, concur in a cordial attach- 
ment to the family on the throne, and when 
enlightened views of religious liberty, and 
a corresponding liberality of spirit have 
been diffused among religious professors 
of all denominations. 

That your petitioners, expressing their 
lively gratitude for the concessions made 
to their religious rights in the course of 
the present reign, earnestly but respectful- 
ly pray that' every remaining Penal Statute, 
which extends its operation to the province 
of religion, may be repealed, and that 
whilst they conduct themselves as loyal, 
obedient, a id peaceable subjects to the 
state, they in common with all their fellow- 
citizens, may be put in possession of com- 
plete religious freedom, and allowed to 
worship their Maker, and maintain their 
Christian profession, according to their 
own views, and their incumbent duty, 
without being subjected, under the sanc- 
tion of law, to any penalties or disabilities, 
in consequence of their dissent from the 
established church. 



* In our last number the resolutions of 
this meeting were inserted. This is the pe- 
tition founded on the resolutions. — They 
afford an honourable contrast to Oxford 
and Cambridge. 
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That yonr petitioners, confiding in the 
wisdom and justice of this Right Honour- 
able House, pray that their cause may be 
taken into consideration, and the relief 
granted to them for which they suppli- 
cate. 



PROTEST, 

Against the third reading of the Bill, en 
titled " A Bill to continue and amend an 
Act of the last Session of Parliament, for 
making more effectual Provision for pre- 
venting the current Gold Coin of the 
Realm from being paid or accepted for 
a greater value than the current Value 
of such Coin, for preventing any Note 
or Bill of the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England from being receiv- 
ed for any smaller Sum than the Sum 
therein specified, and for staying Pro- 
ceedings upon any distress by tender of 
such Notes; and to extend the same til 
Ireland." 

1. Because we feel-it our duty to record 
our disapprobation of a Bill, which in ef- 
fect must make the paper of the Banks of 
England and of Ireland a legal tender. 

In America, in France, and in other 
countries, paper money has been thus sub- 
s.ituted for coin ; but in every instance, 
history informs us that this disgraceful 
practice was soon abandoned, from the 
experience of the ruinous consequences 
which almost immediately ensued. 

We do, therefore, most anxiously de- 
precate the adoption of a measure, which 
in our opinion, will prove as hostile to the 
interests of individuals, as it must be in- 
jurious to the character, to the credit, and 
to the real welfare of this mercantile coun- 
try. 

2. Because the regulation of the current 
coin, which in every country is an act of 
Sovereign power, appears to us to be in 
effect transferred by this Bill, to the Direc- 
tors of the Banks of England and of Ire- 
land, who owe to the Proprietors of the 
Stock of their respective establishments, 
duties perfectly inconsistent with the due 
administration for the benefit of the pub- 
lic, of this toval prerogative, which is so 
incautiously. conveyed to them. 

We thiuk ourselves therefore called upon, 
in the strongest manner, to censure the 
principle of a Bill by which this most im- 
portant prerogative of the Crown, for the 
prudent and upright exercise of which, 
our Constitution requires that there should 



be a responsible adviser— -i» placed in hands 
over: whom Parliament has no controul, 
and who are ajoue responsible to their Con- 
stituents for the exercise of a judicious ac- 
tivity in abusing it. 

3. Because this measure mast enable the 
Bank of England, which has already ac- 
quired from the public an extrordinary 
profit of upwardi.pflB millions, since the 
restriction of cash payments ; and the Bank 
of Ireland, which, during that period, has 
been more than proportiqn'ibly enriched, 
to levy contributions tcj an unlimited extent 
on the people of these kingdoms. 

We cannot, therefore, without the ut- 
most alarm, see the Constitution of this 
country violated by the rash transfer of the 
power of taxing the people from Parlia- 
ment to tb* Directors of two Corporations, 
for the purpose of enabling them to .add to 
the immoderate profits they have already 
acquired by the mismanagement of our 
Government ; and we do most seriously 
lament, that recourse should be had to this 
rash, improvident, and unprecedented 
measure, when we reflect how universally 
and bow severely the subjects of this coun- 
try already feel those burdens, which, at 
this alarming crisis, the necessities of the 
Slate bave induced their Representatives 
to impose up i them. 

4. Because it appears to us to be the 
most important duty of the Legislature, in 
all criminal legislation, to define the Act 
it constitutes a crime, in terms as simple 
as they are clear, distinct and intelligible, 
so that none may err from mistake— that 
crime may be imputed to no one from 
misconception ; and that the innocent 
may never be plausibly accused from mo- 
tives of policy or malice. 

We must, therefore, consider this Bill 
as disgraceful to the two Houses of Par- 
liament — for to us it seems to enforce 
this unprecedented and ruinous measure 
by enactments, which empower the 
Government to institute vexatious pro- 
secutions that must, from the terms 
of the enactment, prove abortive in 
ail cases where the person accused 
has the means of Conducting his de- 
fence — and which can alone be efficacious 
where fear leads the accused to de^ 
cline a defence } Or where poverty ren. 
ders it impossible for him to undertake 



(Sighed) 
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